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present suffering did not serve as a painful  re-
minder!

From this review of Jewish history there appear at
once two factors making for unity among the Jews-
One is the memory of an ancient life in a common
land. Palestine was once, though very long ago, the
home of all Jews. And an ancestral home exerts
romantic pressure on sentiment- The other factor is
a common experience of suffering. Its causes I shall
discuss in a later chapter* Here only the fact and ics
consequences are relevant* Until modern times the
experience was the same for all European Jews> so
that it has unified them. Many diversities have been
covered over by the common cloak of suffering* All
Jews have memories of ancestors persecuted fur being
Jews. Present facts in the life of the Jews reinforced
the consequences of past persecutons. The suffer-
ing of one group of Jews unites all Jews. There is
a measure of community here that transcends all
variations. Pressure from without produces cohesive*
ness within, That is one factor making for what
might be called a sociological, or historic, unity
among Jews. Every Jew feels himself a member of
a group which is always in danger of oppression^
and often endured it. Suffering and the memory of
suffering have been a welding power among Jews*